Specific Language Impairment (SLI) is a disorder characterised by slow, abnormal language development. Most children with this disorder do not present any other cognitive or neurological deficits. There are many different pathological developmental profiles and switches from one profile to another often occur. An alternative would be to consider SLI as a generic name covering three developmental language disorders: developmental verbal dyspraxia, linguistic dysphasia, and pragmatic language impairment.
Introduction
Not all children learn language effortlessly. Some of them, around 7% (Tomblin & Zhang, 1999, p. 220) in kindergarten, present some kind of Specific Language Impairment (SLI). These
